Haunted Mansion teaser “Old Houses” 


Angle up to perfect blue sky with puffy white clouds. We hear twittering birdsong. Eddie Murphy steps into the frame, looking beyond the camera at something. As the camera booms up to a level angle he addresses us.

EDDIE

“Hey, Eddie Murphy here. You may not know this about me, 

 but I’m way into old houses. Like this one…”


Cut to the reverse angle, wider shot. We see Eddie from the waist up in foreground with his back to us, and behind him a perfectly-maintained old Victorian house, with a beautiful garden. Eddie turns to camera and continues.

EDDIE

“They’re just so much…I dunno…cooler, know what

 I’m saying?”


On the word “cooler,” the light on the house suddenly darkens, a faint thunderclap is heard, and ominous clouds start to billow behind the house. The wind picks up. Strangely, Eddie is still in sunlight, completely unaffected by all this.

EDDIE

“And all this detail, great little carvings and stuff. Not like 

 the boring, plain houses we have now.”


On “detail” the house begins to change. Proportions stretch, gargoyles and other grotesque details sprout from the corners and parapets. The mailbox just behind Eddie starts to grow wings and claws.

EDDIE

“And think of all the people who lived here! I mean, you can almost touch ‘em! Thinkin’ about what their lives were like, what kind of crazy stuff they did back in the day…”


During this last speech, ghosts emerge from the house, most re-enacting emotional scenes from the past. One more friendly-looking ghost seems interested in us and approaches. He stands just behind Eddie and mimics his every movement. The mailbox, which has grown into a full-fledged creature with a mouth full of sharp teeth, exchanges amused looks with the ghost.

EDDIE

       “Man, I’d love to live in an old house like this.” 


He turns back to the house to admire it, and instantly everything snaps back to normal. The birds twitter again, everything’s pretty.

EDDIE

“I think I’m going to get me one of these. Maybe next   Christmas….yeah…”


Eddie walks out of frame. After a beat, the mailbox, now back to its normal appearance, visibly snickers.

ANNOUNCER

“Eddie Murphy in Haunted Mansion. Coming to theatres 

 Christmas 2003.”

